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RobertC. Lee, a former starter
for auto and go-cart racing
tracks across the country, died
Aug. 8 in hisMastic Beach home
from lung cancer. Hewas 65.
He was “one of the best start-

ers” because of “his knowledge
and interpretation of
rules,” said Ken
Schou, his best friend
and a former assis-
tant promoter at Riv-
erhead Raceway
from 1975 to 1981.
Schou, who used

Lee as the starter in
his races, said Lee
retired from River-
head Raceway two
years ago.
Lee considered

being named the
starter at Pocono Raceway in
Pennsylvania in the mid-1970s
as one of his greater accom-
plishments, Schou said.
“It was a 21/2-mile super

speedway. Not just any starter
had the privilege,” Schou said.
Lee’s resume included

stints at the Daytona Speed-
way in Florida, Riverhead
Raceway, Islip Speedway,
New Egypt and Trenton
speedways in New Jersey,
and Pocono Raceway for the
American Three-Quarter
Midget Racing Association.
He also was a NASCAR start-
er on the Riverhead and New
Egypt racetracks.
Steve Barrick, publisher of

Program Dynamic Inc., an offi-
cial racetrack program at Riv-
erhead Raceway, said Lee’s
reputation as a starter was
well-known.
Lee was “highly regarded for

his sense of fair play,” Barrick
said. “The whole racing com-
munity was saddened by his
passing.”
Born in Rockville Centre,

Lee became interested in auto
racing at a young age when his
father, Clifford, and his uncle,
Frank Drinkwater, would take
him to races on Long Island.

Lee got his start in
his late teens when
he substituted for his
uncle as a starter at
the now-defunct
Blitzkart Stadium on
Veterans Memorial
Highway.
After divorcing

Geraldine Davis, his
wife of 18 years, Lee
moved to New Port
Richey, Fla., in the
late 1970s “to start
fresh.”

He and his second wife, Dor-
othy, were married in 1980.
They returned to Long Is-

land in the early 1990s when
his daughter, Deborah Remsen,
gave birth to his granddaugh-
ter, Jessica, Dorothy Lee said.
Dorothy Lee recalled how he

helped her when she suffered
three successive strokes within
days of each other in Decem-
ber 1988, leaving her paralyzed
on the left side of her body.
Robert Lee “gave her loving

care,” Schou added.
Besides his wife, Lee is sur-

vived by his daughters, Rems-
en and Suzanne Lee-Allen; step-
sons, Robert and Richard Jaeck-
el; mother, Anna; brother,
Ronald; and granddaughters,
Jessica and Heather Remsen.
A funeral was held Aug. 11 at

the Towers Funeral Home in
Oceanside. Burial was at Green-
field Cemetery in Uniondale.
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Concerned with the preserva-
tion of early history and the nat-
ural environment, Sally Mc-
Keige got a master’s degree in
anthropology at age 60 and
began a career researching
American Indian archaeologi-
cal excavations.
She died Sunday at 74 after a

heart attack in her Montauk
home after a long battle with
cancer, her husband, Bruce,
said. Former longtime Port
Washington residents, the cou-
ple divided their time between
Montauk and Stuart, Fla.,
where Sally McKeige founded
and headed the Southeast Flori-
da Archaeological Society.
Shedescribed the group’smis-

sion in a biography shewrote for
her alma mater, Skidmore Col-
lege, as “focusing on the protec-
tion andpreservationof archaeo-
logical resources,” adding,
“Without our existence here, the
archaeological remains would

be ignored and destroyed as
much of this important record
has already disappeared.”
Before the Florida experi-

ence, she was an avid sailor on
Manhasset Bay, participating
with her husband in sailboat
races out of the Manhasset Bay
Yacht Club. The couple
crossed the Atlantic with
friends in a 57-foot ketch in
1974. Always a game and able
companion and mate, she
cruised with him over the
years “from Labrador to Trin-
idad,” said Bruce McKeige, her
husband of 51 years.
She also sailed with friends,

winning trophies in women’s
competitions. “Sally was a very
private person, but a good friend
and fun tobewith,” saidFayFras-
er of Port Washington, a fellow
sailor since 1960. “I admired the
way she lived and the way she
died. Shewas a gallant person.”
McKeige was also active in

the League of Women Voters
of Port Washington-Manhas-
set, working on Long Island is-

sues such as water resources,
local education and voter par-
ticipation. The outdoorswom-
an’s foremost concern was con-
serving the environment,
friends said.
She was born Sarah Beek-

man in Schenectady. She gradu-
ated from Skidmore College in
Saratoga Springs in 1953 with a
major in history and married a
year later. She returned to col-
lege in 1985 and earned hermas-
ter’s from Hunter College in
Manhattan in 1994.
Besides her husband, she is

survived by a son, Douglas Mc-
Keige of Rye; a daughter, Connie
McKeige Localio of Tarrytown;
and five grandchildren.
The body was cremated. A

memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. Sept. 16 at the Commu-
nity Reformed Church, 90
Plandome Rd., Manhasset. In
lieu of flowers, the family sug-
gests contributions to the
Southeast Florida Archaeologi-
cal Society Growth Fund, P.O.
Box 2875, Stuart, FL 34995.
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James B. Rather III, a former
federal prosecutor who in the
1980s won the first in a series of
cases against organized crime
under thenU.S. Attorney Rudol-
ph Giuliani, died Aug. 6 in Port
Washington after a 15-year battle
with Lou Gehrig’s disease, also
known as ALS. Hewas 65.
Rather, who preferred being

called Jim, successfully prose-
cuted Matthew Ianniello, a
high-ranking captain in the
Genovese crime family, in 1985.
“Itwas the firstmajorprosecu-

tion in a whole line of cases that
finally ended up with hundreds
of Mafia guys going to jail,”
Giuliani said. “Hehandled it bril-
liantly.”

Rather, who was born in
Brooklyn and raised in Pland-
ome, earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in geology from Cornell
University in 1962, but not be-
fore taking a year off to
traverse Europe by motorcycle.
During a stop in Mykonos,

Greece, he spotted his future
wife, Amalia, as she sewed
clothing in the corner of her
mother’s weaving shop. The
only English she spoke was
“You come back,” which he
did, and they were married on
the island in 1965.
Rather served in Okinawa,

Japan, from 1963-65 as a second
lieutenant in the Army’s 173rd
Airborne Brigade.
Whenhe returned to theUnit-

edStates, heworkedas a legal as-
sistant by day and attended

night classes at FordhamUniver-
sity School of Law.
Though relatives and friends

praised Rather as a communica-
tor, it took him a year to tell his
family about his illness. He
kept a positive attitude through-

out, they said. “Never, ever in
my whole life did I see my
brother in despair. He didn’t
have that. He’d get mad, he had
a temper, but he didn’t de-
spair,” his brother John T., 61,
of Riverhead, said.
Jim Rather helped form the

Greater New York chapter of
the ALS Association and in
1997 persuaded Giuliani, then
mayor, to declare May as ALS
Awareness Month in the city.
Dorine Gordon, an ALS Asso-

ciation board member, said
Rather lived an extraordinarily
long life with the disease. Most
people, she said, live two to
five years after developing the
illness. Rather survived for 15.
Rather had lost the ability to

speak and interact with people
by the time his son, who is also

named John, got married a few
years ago. But when his wheel-
chair was placed in the center of
the crowd during a traditional
Greek dance, his family recog-
nized a familiar look on his face.
“He definitely had tears in

his eyes, so I think he was ei-
ther happy or telling me to run
— I’m not too sure,” said his
son John N. Rather, 31, of Avon,
Conn.
In addition to his wife, broth-

er and son John, he is survived
by son James B. Rather IV, of
Martinsville, Ind.; a daughter,
Evgenia Rather Kousathana, of
Mykonos, Greece; and a sister,
Jane Rather Thiebaud of Arva-
da, Colo.
Burial was at Nassau Knolls

Cemetery and Memorial Park
in Port Washington.
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Robert C. Lee, 65,
auto racing starter
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S. McKeige, 74, sailor, anthropologist

Sally McKeige, in an undated photo, was an avid boater often sailing out of Manhasset Bay.
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James B. Rather III, 65, prosecuted mob case

James B. Rather III
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